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he Catholic Choirbook Series contains

music suitable for choirs of the Catholic

church, with texts in both Latin and Eng-
lish. The rich heritage of Catholic music has
continued unbroken for centuries in churches
and cathedrals that understand the need for
music which is appropriate in both style and
text for the Catholic Mass.

The series is more than just a collec-
tion of choir music. Rather, it is based upon
the need for music - of varying difficulties, for
varied sizes of groups, and of value as teaching
material to improve the abilities of the singers.

How large does a choir need to be to
sing this music? Some of the largest works call
for SSAATTBB to create the lush harmonies.
They may be sung by 40 singers or by 8 singers.
But what if you have only Sopranos, Altos and
Tenors and no Bass singers? Play the Bass part
on the organ, a cello or bassoon. If it’s a loud,
vigorous piece, use brass instruments to fill out
the missing voices. Composers wrote, and still
write, for the singers they have available. Com-
promise is always a possibility.

Modern editors lavish the music with
slurs, showing the singer exactly what notes are
sung to each vowel. This is a recent practice,
since in early music it was understood that ev-
ery note after a vowel is sung to that vowel,
until a new vowel appears. This makes the mu-
sic cleaner-appearing on the page and easier
to follow. Need a slur as a reminder? Pencil it
in. Later works that were composed with slurs,
have them in place.

In the back of the book you will find
a few Gregorian chants which have connec-
tions to works of the same name in this col-
lection. The Tantum Ergo by Palestrina uses
much of the original chant melody in the so-
prano line, for example. Visit www.musicasacra.
com to purchase or download The Parish Book
of Chant, from which these chants have been
taken, to learn more about them. There are
really not that many words to learn to sing in
Latin. It’s a lot easier than English because the
vowel sounds are always the same - none of this
“read” and “red” business we suffer through in
English. So once you can sing a few pieces in
Latin, it all begins to get easy. To help you and
your choir, you may have noticed that we try
to put more than one musical setting of a Latin
text in our choir books. Perfecting a choir’s

abilities by singing various versions of Ado-
ramus Te, for example, and getting their dic-
tion clean and precise, will spill over into other
works they sing.

Many of these Anthems (words in Eng-
lish) and Motets (words in Latin) are linked
on our web site to Matthew Curtis’s www.Cho-
raltracks.com site. These are links to perfor-
mances and practice files. It’s a great way to
get to know the music. If you subscribe to his
site, you can access the training videos which
enhance each individual part, but still enable
you to hear all of the choral parts together. It’s
a great help to a choir to be able to listen to the
music, as well as their individual parts, outside
of choir rehearsal. Singers absorb much more
information about how to sing a piece by lis-
tening to it than they realize

Many choir directors have little or no
opportunity to get out, hear other choirs, and
gain experience that could help them learn
how to improve and build a choir. This Anthol-
ogy is backed up by lessons which are available
on our web site. They feature music from The
Anthology and how it can be used to train your
choir, as well as provide music for the liturgy.
Hymns both old and new appear in this book
that may be sung as solos, or by the choir when
singing a full anthem may not be possible. And
to make it even more useful to you, bulletin
notes will be available to insert in your church
bulletin about the music you are singing. The
Anthology is a book of music, music that can
become part of the life of your church.
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THE CaTHOLIC CHOIRBOOK
CHOIR TRAINING GUIDE

The Catholic Choirbook Series started out as a set of books of
music suitable for the Catholic liturgies. The goal was to make
them large, easy to read, and yet light in weight, limiting them to
under 130 pages each.

But a recurrent thought was the need for one book with
material that was affordable - which meant increasing the number
of pages, the inexpensive part of publishing - and music that is
hand-picked to make it useful not just for singing at Mass, but
also as a tool for the director to use in training a choir.

But merely handing a book of music to a director and
saying, “Get on with it!”, assumes that the director knows how
to take a choir beyond just learning notes and singing. There are
many directors out there who have not had the opportunity to
receive training as a choral director.

Today, with the internet, it is possible to study using
both audio and video.

On our website, www.thecatholicchoirbook.com, The
Anthology page lists the music in the book in the order of lessons,
to assist you, the director, in building your choir to a higher level
of musical ability.

It would be ideal if each choir member could have a
bound copy of The Anthology in hand during rehearsals. Bound
in paperback it will last quite awhile and the optional hard-bound
copies even longer. But this assumes a music budget, if there is
one, that could afford that. Since many parishes have no money
for music, you will be able to print the matching pages from The
Catholic Choirbook Series for your choir and the lessons as well
for free as they are posted.

The lessons will be printed and bound, and available for
purchase as each section is completed, for your convenience. Au-
dio and video files will be available to supplement the lessons,
some for free download, but also for purchase in CD and DVD
format for your library.

Bulletin notes about the music studied will be available
for your church bulletin.

An email list announces the posting of lessons and mate-
rials. You will need to sign up for that list, for which there is no
charge. Visit www.thecatholicchoirbook.com to join.

Thank you for sharing with me the goal of improving
music throughout the Catholic Church. Your generous donations
and purchases assist us in carrying on this work.

Noel Jones, AAGO
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ADORAMUS TE, CHRISTE

Antiphon for Good Friday Liturgy We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee,
l

c. 1525-1594

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina

because by Thy holy cross Thou hast redeemed the world.
O Lord, who suffered for us, have mercy on us.
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ADORAMUS TE, CHRISTE

Antiphon for Good Friday Liturgy =~ We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless Thee, Francesco Gasparini
because by Thy holy cross Thou hast redeemed the world. 1668-1727
O Lord, who suffered for us, have mercy on us.
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ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE

Antiphon for Good Friday Liturgy We adore thee, O Christ, Orlando di Lasso
William Mabhrt, Translation and we bless thee: c1532-1594
because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE

William Mahrt, Translation We adore thee, O Christ, William Byrd
and we bless thee: ¢.1540-1623
because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ADORAMUS TE CHRISTE

Antiphon for Good Friday Liturgy We adore thee, O Christ, Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
William Mabhrt, Translation and we bless thee: 1525-1594
because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ADORAMUS TE, CHRISTE

Antiphon for Good Friday We adore thee, O Christ, Francois-Clément Théodore Dubois
William Mabhrt, Translation and we bless thee: 1837-1924
because by thy holy cross
thou hast redeemed the world.
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ALLELUIA AL VANGELO

Andrea Gabrieli
1510-1586

|

SE=——= - S==—=—-==-
Al - le - lu -

0| e e S 1 — e e S
5 =20 ¢
o P e eprPf o * e L d 4
D= R e | ] . —
I I

L)

copying & sharing of this music is permitted under creative commons 3.0 * the anthology | - www.thecatholicchoirbook.com



18

|
|
7

<

al - le - lu -

al - le - lu - ia,

(&)

-

al - le - lu -

-

&
al - le - lu - ia,

s ©

al - le - lu - ia,

al

ia,

SV

al - le - lu -

al - le - lu - ia,

ia,

ia,

I
129
|

| |

al - le - lu -

al - le - lu - ia,

- a,

lu

le

al

ia,

(&)
7

QY

al le - lu

ia,

Iu

le -

al

al le - Iu ia,

ia,

(&)

ia, al - le - lu

lu

le

al

al le - lu ia,

ia,

-le - lu -

al

ia,

le

al

ia,

-le - lu

al

ia,

le - lu

al

www.thecatholicchoirbook.com ¢ the anthology | copying & sharing of this music is permitted under creative commons 3.0



